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God, did to Miriam on the way, when you went out of Egypt. The Kabbalists urged the daily recital
after morning prayers of six Biblical verses, each of which stipulates zachor, that it should be
rethembered. These shesh zechiros include major historical events, the lessons of which the Jew
must keep ever fresh in his mind. They are: (1) the Exodus (16:13)—the miraculous birth of our

b people; (2) the Revelation (4:9-10)—the divine source of our religion; (3) Amalek (25:17)—the

ft

mportance of vigilance against our enemies: (4) Egel Hazahav (9:7)—the preservation of the
spiritual integrity of our faith; (5) the Sabbath (Ex. 20:8}-—that God is the Creator of the world:
and (6) Miriam's sin—emphasizing the gravity of the sin of slander.

We wonder why the Torah singled out slander more than other mitzves which pertain to bein
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adam lechavero, such as perjury, stal_iﬁg. revenge. and shaming. It seems oul of piace among

the pivotal events of Jewish history and the basic principies of our faith that the other five

instances commemorate. Superficially, the Miriam episode seems like a passing event of minor

sighificance, certainly unworthy of daily note. We feel compelled to suggest that not slander,

but something more basic to Jewish faith, is at stake here,
ec—

I T

e - . B s
u Since he remained ip continual communication with God after the Revelation. Moses had

a's.sumed, with divine approval, a state of celibacy His sister Miriam overheard Zipporah, Moses’
wife, complaining of her loneliness and sympathized with her. Miriam questioned the propriety
of Moses' separation from his wife, She was lovally devoted 1o her brother, but insisted that his
prophetic status did not require him to re inquish his function as Rusband and father “God

O "V\ suoke {0 us 100, she said. “znd vet we lead normal family Tives” (see Num 12.2)
» ' '
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Gods reply to Miriam and A
utterly unique and unlike theirs.
timately], plainly, and not in ridd
(see ibid. 12:7). Miriam had readi
possessed greater intell

other prophet who arose n Tsvael like
teristic of Moses’ prophecy, which
his formulation of Thirteen Princip
and a second exclusively to Moses—that he was ¢
and of those who followed. Two separate princip!
was altogether different from the other preph
this difference. The inclusion of the passage referring to her in
size the uniqueness of Moses’ prophecy, sinee acceprance of the
foundation of Judaism.

We also undersiand now why the Torah while re
words that are prima facie unnecessary” Remember wh
went out of Egypt. Why did the Torah include 1}

yond the reach of the imagination. To |
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es; how, then, weve you not
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aron was that the prophetic status and power of Moses was
My servant Moses is different...with him 1 speak mouth to mouth fin-
afraid o speak against My servant, Moses?
y conceded Moses™ superiority to other prophets, that he /
ect and saintliness, that he towered over them qualitativelv. She failed,
however, to discern his segulah quality, that he was the only mortal ever to achieve such close-

render his status exceptiona

ness to God. He was not merely greater: he was different, The Torah states (34:10): there was no
Mosés. Maimonides lists four distinguishing features, charac-
tand the only one of its kind. In
les of Faith, Maimonides devores one principle to prophecy
he chief of prophets, both of those who preceded him
es were necessary because the standing of Moses
ets. Miriam’s sin was her failure to acknowledge
the shesh zechiros was to empha-
authority of his teachings is the

minding us of the Miriam episode, adds
wt the Lovd, your God, did to Miriam. . when YOU
his last phrase? The Torah here lmpresses upon us
that the whole Exodus never would have occurred had Moses not been a prophet and leader be- '
iberate the people from Egypt. the leader had to speak on
behalf of the Holy One. Only Moses could achieve that distinction: neither Aaron nor Miriam

could. (See commentary on Num. L2:1,7.) (Reflections. Vol. L pp. 123125 Vision and Leadership, p 179)
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